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West Chester University to Host International Marching Band
Championships as Part of America’s 250th Birthday Celebration

West Chester, PA — As the United States marks its 250th anniversary, West Chester University
(WCU) will host an extraordinary international celebration of music, pageantry, and
competition when the World Association of Marching Show Bands (WAMSB) brings its 250th
USA Championships to WCU’s John A. Farrell Stadium on Wednesday, July 1, 2026. The event
will feature marching bands from around the world, including representatives from Italy,
Germany, Sweden, England, Puerto Rico, Colombia, and Wisconsin, in a rare international
competition that organizers describe as a once-in-a-lifetime experience and a historic first for
the region. Farrell Stadium is located at 855 S New Street, West Chester, PA 19383. For event
schedule and ticket information visit https://vivaceproductions.com/wamsb2026/. Tickets are
expected to sell out.

John Villella, president and owner of event organizer Vivace Productions, said, “Many of the
participating bands have performed in world-renowned events such as the Tournament of
Roses Parade and other major parades across the globe. We are confident this championship
will be an extraordinary showcase of musical excellence and cultural exchange, while offering
audiences a meaningful educational experience during a historic milestone for our nation.”

Hosted at WCU’s John A. Farrell Stadium, the championships will showcase two distinct
competitive events: the Field Parade Competition, an obstacle-course-style performance
event, and the Show Band Field Competition, along with exhibition performances.

Judged by a panel of adjudicators from across the United States, participating ensembles will be
evaluated using WAMSB’s “One World System.” Bands earning a score of 80 or higher will
receive an automatic invitation to compete in the 2027 or 2028 World Championships.
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“This event represents a unique opportunity for audiences to experience the artistry,
athleticism, and international camaraderie of marching music at the highest level,” said Villella.
“It is both a celebration of America’s 250th birthday and a gathering of cultures through music.”
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The participating bands, housed at West Chester University, will also march in Philadelphia’s
SALUTE TO INDEPENDENCE 250™ PARADE on Thursday, July 3, starting at Noon. The parade is
free. More information at: https://july4thphilly.com/event/salute-to-independence-parade/

In addition to the performances, attendees can enjoy an International Food Truck Expo
throughout the day, featuring a variety of global cuisines.

Event Schedule

Field Parade Category Competition
John A. Farrell Stadium

Gates Open: 9:30 a.m.
e 11:00 a.m. — Welcome and introduction of judges
e 11:05a.m. — U.S. National Anthem
e 11:09 a.m. — Sweden: Gota Lejon Marching Band
e 11:21 a.m. — Germany: Groitzscher Spielleute
e 11:33 a.m. — Puerto Rico: Banda Escolar de Guayanilla
e 11:45a.m. — England: Romford Drum and Trumpet Corps

International Food Truck Expo
Noon—1:00 p.m. and continuing throughout the day

Field Show Band Competition and Exhibitions
e 1:00 p.m. — Welcome
e 1:05p.m. — Sweden: Gota Lejon Marching Band
e 1:25p.m. — Wisconsin: Sound of Sun Prairie Marching Band
e 1:40 p.m. — England: Romford Drum and Trumpet Corps
e 2:00 p.m. — Puerto Rico: Banda Escolar de Guayanilla
e 2:20 p.m. — Colombia: Sonart Performance Group
e 2:25p.m. — Germany: Groitzscher Spielleute

e 2:50 p.m. — Italy: Truggio Marching Band


https://july4thphilly.com/event/salute-to-independence-parade/

e 3:10 p.m. — Full Retreat

e 3:20 p.m. — Awards Ceremony

e 3:50 p.m. — Meet and Greet with the Bands
Ticket Information

Advance ticket purchase is strongly encouraged at
https://vivaceproductions.com/wamsb2026/. Tickets will also be available at the door.

VIP Seating: S50 per person (limited availability; online purchase only)
e Front Side General Admission: $25 per person
e Back Side Seating: 515 per person (cash only; available on-site)
Parking is free for all attendees.

This event is made possible by Vivace Productions Inc, WAMSB Team Members, West Chester
University, The Wells School of Music, and Under The Sun Productions Inc.

About WAMSB

The World Association of Marching Show Bands is an international organization dedicated to
promoting excellence in marching band performance and fostering cultural exchange through
music and competition. Its championships bring together ensembles from around the world in
celebration of artistry, discipline, and global community.

This event is made possible by Vivace Productions Inc, WAMSB Team Members, West Chester
University, The Wells School of Music, and Under The Sun Productions Inc.
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